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GYRODACTYLOSIS

Gyrodactylosis is caused by Gyrodactylus salaris, a freshwater ectoparasite of Atlantic salmon. Commission Decision
2010/221/EU grants Ireland freedom from G. salaris.

G. salaris is restricted in its distribution to Europe and has been reported in Scandinavia, Italy, Poland and Macedonia.

Itis mainly a disease of Atlantic salmon, however the parasite can survive and reproduce on other salmonid species
such as rainbow trout, brown trout and Arctic char.

All life stages of salmon are susceptible to the parasite, however mortality has only been reported in fry and parr.
Mortality levels can average between 80 — 100%.

G. salaris has spread between farms/rivers mainly through the movement of live fish. Migrating salmonid fish also
play a role in disease spread.

G. salaris is primarily a freshwater parasite but it can also survive some time in brackish water. The parasite is an
obligate parasite with a direct life cycle and can only survive for a few days when detached from the host.

Fish infected with low numbers of the parasite often exibit no clinical signs of disease.
On Atlantic salmon, the parasite is mainly found on the fins but also occurs on the skin and occasionally on the gills.
Infected fish often exhibit a flashing behaviour, rubbing the body against the substrate.

Fish may appear grey in colour due to an overproduction of mucus and show varying degrees of fin erosion.

e oo =



Sea

Casadh na Taoide




