FISH HEALTH UNIT
ACTIVITIES UNDERTAKEN IN 2023
(SUMMARY REPORT)

Introduction

The Fish Health Unit annual report describes the activities undertaken in 2023 to
deliver on responsibilities in the area of aquatic animal health under Regulation (EU)
2016/429.

The full report, highlighting the main activities completed by both Competent
Authority and the National Reference Laboratories is available at: Fish Health Unit
Report of Activities Undertaken in 2023 (marine.ie)
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Targeted Fish Health Surveillance in 2023

In 2023, Ireland continued to implement a targeted surveillance programme
to demonstrate continued freedom from a number of diseases of salmonids,
cyprinids and molluscs.

25 samples (683 Atlantic Salmon) were tested in 2023

The programme did not detect any evidence of the presence of EU
listed diseases or diseases controlled under national measures

Testing also confirmed that Tralee Bay remains free from B. ostrea

418 FHAs
retained in 2023

218 Pacific Oyster Production
92 Mussel Production
12 Multispecies (shellfish)

60 Salmon Production
15 Trout Production
1 Perch Production

10 Dispatch & Purification Centers

9 Treatment Vessels

1 Disease Control Aquatic Food
Establishment
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140 Mollusc & 53 Finfish
Surveillance
Inspections Completed

31 Minor & 2 Medium non-
Compliances

32 non-compliances raised were associated
with shellfish site inspections and primarily
related to failure to keep certain records.
One non-compliance was raised that related
to finfish aquaculture.
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Aquatic Animal Exports

To facilitate movements to EU
Member States and third countries,
health certification (including clinical
inspection) was provided for 124
movements of molluscs and 34
movements of salmon.

ORNAMENTAL AQUATIC
ANIMALS

During 2023, 258 Intra-EU inward
movements and 63 third country
imports of ornamental aquatic animal
consignments were approved by the
CA office. A significant number of
these consignments originated from
GB and contained multiple species of
ornamental animals destined for
several locations in Ireland. This
included private suppliers, as well as
wholesale and retail establishments.



https://oar.marine.ie/handle/10793/1919
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In total, the National
Reference Lab analysed
4,171 fish from 112
samples for a variety of
purposes in 2023.
Analysis consisted of
histopathological,
virological,
bacteriological and
molecular examinations
undertaken as required
by the relevant work
programme.

No agents responsible for
diseases listed in Annex I

to Regulation (EU)
2016/429, or for which
Ireland has approved
national measures in
accordance with Article

226(3) of that Regulation,

were detected during

testing conducted by the

NRL in 2023.
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Percentage of 4,171 samples tested in the finfish NRL by species in 2023.
94.4% of samples analysed in the NRL were associated with salmon aquaculture (Atlantic salmon 81.4% and cleaner fish 13%).

Mollusc NRL

Molluscan shellfish samples tested by the NRL in 2023

DISEASE NOTIFICATION &
MORTALITY REPORTING

In 2023, reports of increased
mortalities associated with Pacific
oysters were reported from
28 aquaculture establishments
operating in 14 different bays.
Vibrio aestuarianus was detected
in all mortality cases investigated
by the NRL indicating that this
pathogen continued to be

associated with mortality in Pacific

oysters in 2023.

There were no reports of notifiable
diseases listed in Annex Il to
Regulation (EU) 2016/429 in
Ireland in 2023.
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Programme

Mortality investigations

Research

Total

Species No. of No. of
Samples Animals

Pacific Oysters 30 769

Blue Mussels 1 30

Common

Cockles 2 85

Native Oysters 14 1282
a7 2286

Vibrio aestuarianus was detected in the
majority of mortality cases investigated by
the NRL indicating that this pathogen
continued to be associated with mortality in
Pacific oysters in 2023. In 2023, there were
three cases of mortality associated with the
presence of OsHV-1 uvar.

Projects and Additional Activities Undertaken by the FHU in 2023

Cullen
Fellowship

The NRL is working closely with Atlantic Technical University, Galway, to support delivery of a Cullen
Fellowship grant to investigate the presence and prevalence of microparasites in velvet crabs in Galway Bay.

A fish health seminar was hosted by the NRL at the Marine Institute on 8" March 2023. The seminar provided
a platform for experts from industry, fish health, academia and official and private vets to discuss the current

Fish Health
Seminar

National
Monitoring
Programme
Crayfish
Plague

issues in finfish aquaculture.

This seminar covered topics from current and emerging disease issues, novel technologies for surveillance
and disease control, to climate change implications for aquaculture.

During the 2023 sampling season, 115 sites were sampled between July and December 2023 within 13 catchments,
with 402 water samples collected, including 41 from passive samplers. The samples collected during the 2023
fieldwork were processed, and testing commenced in early 2024.
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